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A Trip to Mt. Tambuyokon 
Willem Meijer + 


formerly Forest Botanist, 
Forest Department, 
North Borneo (Sabah) 
+ deceased 


Summary. The late Willem Meijer was Forest Botanist, North Borneo, 1959 to 1968, 
during which he recorded his expeditions and surveys in the form of “diary reports”. This 
report on Mt. Tambuyokon, 2579 m, just northeast of Low’s Peak on Kinabalu, is 
reproduced by courtesy of the Forest Research Centre, Forestry Department, Sabah, for its 
general profile of an otherwise little-explored mountain. Meijer appears to be the first 
scientist to climb Mt. Tambuyokon. 


[Editor’s note: Although spelling typos from the original report have been corrected and 
underlining of words removed, no attempt has been made to restructure any of the sentences so as 
to maintain the integrity of the report. A tribute to Willem Meijer may be found in Sandakania 15 
(2004): 1-24.] 


Forest Botanist 

Diary Report July 1961 J 
including a Report on a trip to Mt. Tambuyokon 

1—12th of July. 


INTRODUCTION 


By bringing the boundary of the Kinabalu National Park down from 6000 ft. altitude to 
about 2000-4000 ft. East and North of this great mountain we would include the untrodden 
Mt. Tambuyokon in the area. No information at all was available about flora and fauna of 
this area. A reconnaissance trip was made last year by D.E.O. Jesselton, Mr. Sario, with 
FE.Guard Michael Anak from Hot Springs to Kampong Nalumad and Bukit Kulimpisau (at 
4000 ft. altitude). He reported that there must be a cave on that Bukit. It seemed feasible on 
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the map to climb from that place Bukit Tambuyokon. As seen from the summit of Kinabalu 
(Low’s Peak) is this mountain very steep and rocky, almost impossible to climb. A flight by 
Twin Pioneer from Ranau over the summit however showed me that a climb could be made 
from the southern or south eastern side. The Acting Director Geological Survey in Jesselton 
told me that it was assumed that the summit is ultrabasic but that it was actually never 
climbed. i 

It seemed of interest to explore this area botanically in order to compare its flora with 
the ultrabasic at about 8,000 ft. above Kambarango and it was expected that an isolated peak 
might possess peculiar plants not present on Kinabalu itself. 


DIARY 


July 1. I preferred to investigate the forest between Hot springs and Nalumad (about 12-14 
miles), first on the day trip on Hot springs instead of during a day passing through with 
heavy barang. We came this day not further than the old secondary jungle North of the large 
coffee plantation where a Chinese Philippino already lost a fortune of 100.000 dollars. 


We were not very active collecting but on our way back the honour was safed by Michael’s 
stunts of climbing Guioa and Quercus javensis, while Making brought another Quercus 
down. Elmerillia mollis a fairly large Magnoliaceae known from N. Borneo and the 
Philippines and not much collected in North Borneo, appeared to be very common in this 
forest. Near a valley we also discovered some Kapur, Dryobalanops lanceolata. 


July 2. We departed 7.30 from Hot Springs, enforced by 2 porters while Lampangi and 
Tikau would arrive later on from Ranau. After passing B. Nangukah we came in primary 
forest at 2000-3000 ft. with Shorea dasyphylla, S. platyclados, S. ovalis; Slaevis, S. rubra, 
S. leprosula, S. flavescens, S. atrinervosa, Hopea beccariana, Dipterocarpus confertus and 
Vatica dulitensis. This Dipterocarp forest certainly needs further study during a flowering 
season. Locally we saw also Cratoxylon arborescens and Tristania and the highest locality 
ever seen by me of Oncosperma horrida. The trail through this jungle is not very difficult, 
it goes a bit up and down over a series of Bukits. The path has a furcation where it goes to 
a place N.W. of Nalumad to a hut of Kulit manis collectors in Ladang Lahang and further 
on there is a path to the right towards Takutan. 


Kampong Nalumad. The descent to Nalumad is steep through secondary jungle and takes 
about 20 minutes. The kampong consists of 5 houses with about 15 older people, the 
younger all wandered to Ranau or other places. People generally walk from here in two days 
to Ranau along the trail to Hot springs and the bridle path. The orang Tua Ginsurong told 
me that shifting cultivation has a rotation of 3—5 years here. South of the kampong we saw 
Serpentine in the secondary forest area. North of the Mengkadau is an older area of 
secondary forest where we opened in the afternoon an old path which gives a connection 
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with Bukit Limpago over which the path goes to Kampong Pinawantai through primary 
forest. As usual I tried to make a list of monkeys known here: 


Kagio — orang hutan 

Gebuk — (ekor pendak) 

Kalawat — Gibbon . 

Marangong — the red brown monkey with long tail 
Tegeruk — matam kra. 


People seemed well aware now that hunting of rhinos is illegal. They could not give any 
information about their occurrence. 


3 July. Trip to caves on Bukit Kulimpisau 

We first passed through secondary jungle. Near the Nalumad River we saw some relics of 
primary forest with kapur (Dr. lanceolata) and Urat mata lichin then we passed through a 
ladang with one house with 2 old people, the highest ladang, after we came through rather 
old (at least 30 years) secondary jungle where formerly the kampong was situated. A few 
pinang palms, dying off coconuts and some planted kulit manis are witnesses of this. Near 
the Mengkadau River we passed primary forest with Urat Mata lichin and Dipterocarpus 
cf caudiferus. 


The Mengkadau has to be crossed on a rather deep place that starts the ascent of Bukit 
Kulimpisau on a place where black stones and a black earth possibly basaltic are visible. 
Various Dipterocarps were noted here: Dipterocarpus gracilis and Hopea argentea, the 
latter a new species recently described by me from Bukit Hampuan near Ranau and Bukit 
Tingka, Kinabatangan. Begonias are rather frequent on the rocks. Near a corner we had a 
look on Bukit Kelapis and Bukit Tenompok, the former is said to be rich in Agathis. Then 
we passed Dipterocarpus humeratus on the highest altitude ever noted by me and large trees 
of Shorea faguetiana, one 18-20 ft. girth, the local name is here Salahg tiatan, along the 
Kinabatangan Butan, Katutan. The dammar is still in good demand in the kampongs for 
lighting purposes. Nearby we saw Shorea virescens and a large Tembiran tree (Canarium) 
had several bee nests. At about 11.30 we reached Sg. Kisagut the main place of operation 
for the Kulit manis collectors. Last year people on Poring, Takutan, Nalumad and Tinagas 
collected for Mandor Braim a Moslim from Kampong Lohan 90 pikul kulit manis worth 
about $3600, they did not get a cent of that themselves. According to the D.O. is Mr. Braim 
himself still in debt with N.B.T. .. 


A large Tagahas tree—Duabanga moluccana grows near Sg. Kisagut. The bark is scaly, the 
buttresses are flat and kneelike formed. Jagahas is used by these Dusuns for perahus and 
for rice stamping blocks. We arrived at 12.30 at the cave. The forest below it deserves also 
a more detailed study. There certainly occur some interesting species of Hopea and Shorea. 
About 30—40 nests of swifts occur inside the cave, they are partly made of moss and not 
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edible. Two old skulls of monkeys found in the cave were afterwards sent to the Curator of 
the Sandakan Museum who named them as Macacus species and Pygathrix species. 


Some chains below the cave is a small stream with water. A large fruited spiny oak and 
some Elmerillia mollis grow there. The vegetation off the rocks near the cave has a basic 
character with Begonia, Araceae and basiphilous mosses and hepatics, partly it consists of 
chert, partly possibly limestone. We happened only to bring chert home. 


In the afternoon I started to open a path higher up while Michael took charge of collections 
near the cave. At about 6000 ft. I saw the highest Dipterocarp localities with Shore nebulosa 
(nsp), S. platyclados and S. monticola. Near the cave I found the well edible Baccaurea cf 
elmeri—Lipasu a tree which I know also from mountains in Sumatra. We reached a small 
summit with low forest with Phylloclados, Tristania, Podocarpus neriifolius and 
undergrowth of Rhododendron cuneifolium and R. fallacinum. After this summit the ridge 
runs a bit down and up again. After cutting path from 2.30-4.30 we returned back to the 
cave at about 5.45. The people from Nalumad generally don’t go higher than the cave. There 
were however traces of hunters going up to Bukit Mandalon (+ 7500 ft.). 


July 4. From the cave to the ridge above the cave. 

We were off 7.30 leaving a party behind to continue collecting near the cave. Reached at 9 
a small stream quite near the ridge, suitable camping place though not so far from the cave. 
Until 2.30 we continued climbing and cutting and at 5 we were back at the cave, the path 
went partly over animal traces, partly through mossy forest. 


July 5. It seemed wiser to move higher up so we broke up at 6.30 and arrived 9 at camp 2. 
We left Tikau and some porters behind to make a flooring and to start collecting and I went 
with Michael and Lampangi higher up. After heavy cutting through mossy forest we 
reached at 3 o’clock a rocky summit from where we got some views of Bukit Tambuyokon. 
3.10 we went back and 5.45 we arrived at the camp. 


July 6. It seemed that the trip would take longer than anticipated, therefore I sent Lampongi 
and one porter from Poring down to Air Panas to get 2 gantang of rice left there to be 
brought to Nalumad. With Michael and Making I collected trees and bryophytes near the 
camp and Tikau and the older porter from Poring went as high as possible to continue our 
path, they came back with a report that they almost passed Bukit Mandalon the last summit 
in front of Tambuyokon. 


July 7. Tikau and his companion were tired enough to be keen to go down to the cave and 
only the small party of Making, Michael and myself with a balanced supply of foodstuff and 
small flysheets would make the final attack towards the summit. We started early (6 a.m.) 
arrived at 10.10 at our bare rock place of two days before and reached soon after that an old 
hunters’ campsite which we used to put up our tent (camp 3). There was here no water but 
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we carried a rubber water bottle from camp 2. In the afternoon the sky supplied us with a 
good amount of rainwater and a fair amount of wet clothes. 


July 8. Though our path through the mossy forest was not very wide and difficult to pass 
with bongans and rucksack we thought it better to move camp still higher up. Going off at 
6.30 we walked up to 9 o’clock and erected within half an hour camp 4 on a flat place of 
the Bukit Mandalon ridge. There were here and higher up no further signs of human 
penetration in this area. 


From there we could reach a stream at the base of Tambuyokon at 14.15. We started to climb 
the summit area but I stopped this operation at 3.30 in order to be back at our camp before 
dark. Just at 6 we made it. 


July 9. Though we were over tired from the heavy trips of the fore-going days and our 
foodstuff was almost exhausted—only 2 rice meals and one kachang hidjau meal, some 
Milo and milk powder left, besides one tin of corned beef—I decided that we should “take” 
the summit before going down. At 9 o’clock we were back at the stream. 3 hours later I had 
the summit in sight but lost sight of Michael presuming that he was too tired to make it. I 
thought he went down, therefore I put my trip short at about 100 yards from the actual 
summit, came down at 2 near the stream, where Making cooked out last kachang hidjau. At 
3 o’clock the party could reunite again. Michael went to the summit, left there a white shirt 
on a stalk, collected some plants and came another way down. The rock which we collected 
near the summit were all named in Jesselton (Geol. Survey) as serpentine. 


July 10. 6.30 we went down from our camp after Making succeeded to decrease his load 
demonstrating heavy stomach ache. After all, he arrived an hour earlier than we in the cave 
where we found rice for one meal left besides tea which Making kept cooking one hour. All 
in all we came at 4.45 back at the house of orang Tua Nalumad, descending from 4500 to 
2000 ft. 


July 11. Michael Anak went this day with the Orang Tua to Kampong Pinawantai and I 
investigated the nearby secondary jungle. 


July 12. We walked back this day to Air Panas and arrived there in heavy rain. It appeared 
that the Chinese Philippino who has a 800 acres coffee garden near Hot springs now made 
a new jeep track linking up with Air Panas. I walked with Michael further along the jeep 
track to Ranau, giving up hope that we would get transport. At about Mile 45 we met our 
jeep. After walking about 20 miles we felt rather tired. Met in Resthouse Mr Simmons, 
entomologist. 


July 13. Met D.O. in his office and told him about our experiences, Kampong Pinawantai 
would better be excluded from the proposed Reserve was our conclusion. 
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From 10-11 by jeep to Kundasang. Afternoon we looked behind the bungalow, I felt very 
tired, had rather continual stomach ache and was practically uninterested in further work. 


July 14. After a sleepless night decided to go home via Jesselton. Got a lift with PWD jeep 
and arrived about 5 in Jesselton. 


July 15. Appeared to be a holiday, still managed to catch afternoon plane back to Sandakan. 
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